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IN243WB-LB BOUNDARIES: SEXUAL ETHICS AND CHURCH INTEGRITY 
Instructor:  Craig L. Nessan  
Required. Open to all.  
1 Credit; letter grade or credit/no credit 
Meets 2 hours per week for 6 weeks during the second half of the semester. 
 
This course examines professional boundaries in the practice of ministry and provides boundary training 
for ministry candidates. Topics include professional boundaries, congregation boundaries, sexual 
boundaries, social media boundaries, and child protection practices. Students will explore family of origin 
dynamics through genogram work. 
 
OBJECTIVES: 

1. To define professional boundaries in relationship to the congregation as a system (Practice of 
Ecclesial Partnership). 

2. To foster ethical commitments in the stewardship of one’s own life (Practice of Personal Faith 
and Integrity). 

3. To explore the dynamics of sexual misconduct and provide sexual boundary training for ministry 
candidates (Practice of Complex Analysis). 

4. To promote best congregational practices in child protection (Practice of Pastoral Concern). 
5. To map one’s family of origin through genogram work (Practice of Being Rooted in the Gospel). 

 
PROCEDURE:  The course will meet once per week for two hours. The primary format is lecture and 
interactive discussion. 
 
EVALUATION:  1) Attendance. 2) Class participation informed by readings. 3) Completion of 
summative project. 
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