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Course Number: MN 195W               Course Title: Rural Plunge 
Name of Instructor: Mark Yackel-Juleen   Semester and Year: Fall 2022 
Fulfills the Rural Ministry requirement, Open to all students, 1 Credit Hour, Credit/No Credit only 
 

COURSE DESCRIPTION: 
This course centers on a field experience in the communities of Poplar Grove, Illinois and Clinton, Wisconsin, where 
students will observe agricultural and other rural enterprises in operation, converse with community and congregational 
leaders, and learn about the resources and challenges that can affect the quality of life in a rural setting.  This course runs 
from a Friday afternoon until Sunday afternoon, normally the first weekend in November. 
 

COURSE OBJECTIVES: 
 To experience the dynamics of a rural community and congregation (Practice of Curiosity, Practice of Complex 

Analysis); 
 To grow in interpreting the context of rural communities (Practice of Immersion in Context, Practice of Complex 

Analysis);  
 To reflect upon the role of pastor of a congregation in a town and country setting (Practice of Immersion in 

Context); and 
 To reflect upon readings and experiences collaboratively with course colleagues (Practice of Collegiality). 

 

PROCEDURE: 
Students will depart Wartburg Seminary by 2 pm on the Friday of the experience and arrive in Popular Grove by 4:15 pm.  
Students who need to do so, may arrange their own transportation.  Participants stay with host families Friday and 
Saturday night, make site visits Friday evening and Saturday, and finally worship with their host families on Sunday.  
Participants returning to Wartburg Seminary should arrive at approximately 3 pm. 
 

EVALUATION:  
Students are expected to attend a preliminary meeting prior to the weekend, actively participate in all the events of the 
weekend, and participate in a follow-up Zoom small group verbal processing session before the end of the semester (date 
and time TBD).  That session will encourage peer-to-peer learning praxis and the groups will be configured based on the 
books individuals have chosen to read and the number of participants.  
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