
Early Summer Session (July-August) 2022 

MN 235E TOPICS IN PREACHING - FUNERAL PROCLAMATION 
Instructor:  The Rev. Victoria Larson 

Semester and Year:  Late Summer Session 2022  July 11 to August 15 (six weeks) Online/Asynchronous 

(Can be registered for as either separately or part of Fall 2022) 

Elective. Open to all. Registration limited to 12.  

One semester hour, letter grade or credit/no-credit (pass/fail) 

               

COURSE DESCRIPTION: 

This course explores the Christian funeral as an occasion for the critical and countercultural proclamation of the hope we 

have in Christ’s death and resurrection. It explores the funeral liturgy as a partner in the work of proclamation; recognizes 

the importance of pastoral care for the grieving; and invites students to examine their own understandings of and 

experiences with death, dying, and Christian hope. This work culminates in a funeral sermon preached by the student. 

 

COURSE OBJECTIVES: 

1) To gain an introduction to foundational tenets of preaching in general and to practice the crafting of a funeral 

sermon. (Practice of biblical and theological wisdom: practice of being rooted in the Gospel) 

2) To recognize the particularity of Christian claims about death vis a vis North American culture and global 

practices. (Practice of immersion in context; practice of engagement with cross-cultural and global dimensions) 

3) To explore the theology of the Christian funeral and identify its expression in preaching, worship, and pastoral 

care. (Practice of missio dei in Word and sacrament; practice of pastoral concern.) 

4) To gain and engage with practical tools that aid in funeral planning and sermon preparation. (Practice of 

evangelical listening and speaking the faith to others.) 

 

PROCEDURE: 

This course meets online only for six weeks. The instructor will post weekly videos and prompts for discussion. 

 

EVALUATION:  

1) Weekly engagement in online forum demonstrated by informed and thoughtful responses to prompts. 

2) A one-page reflection on an additional course text, chosen by the student from the bibliography. 

3) An exegesis of chosen preaching texts for the final project. 

4) The final project: a video of the student preaching a funeral homily reflecting integration of the intensive’s work.  
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Neumann, Ann. The Good Death: an Exploration of Dying in America. 2016. 
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