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January Interim 2020 – Opportunities as of 22 October 2019
Wartburg Theological Seminary
See the summary list below (Part B, starting on Page 2) for courses planned for this coming January
(or arranged to have travel in May or August, but still registered for in January). Please follow all
e-mailed instructions from the WTS Registrar on submitting the needed preference form to express
a request for your interested J-Term course(s). January courses can normally be taken by all
Masters students (both degree students and Discovery non-degree students), as well in the case of
some travel courses sometimes include spouses of students.
Later in the document (in Part C, currently starting on Page 5) you can find more detailed
information about each course opportunity.
Note: This J-Term document is a growing list of opportunities. The course options listed here are
only those known as of the effective date of the document. Updated versions of this document will
be produce as more courses are added as they become known to the Registrar, including courses
that may not require travel (except possibly to Dubuque) and courses that may be completed offcampus by either Zoom interaction or as asynchronous/online-only courses, as well as courses
shared by other ELCA seminaries.

PART A – J-TERM REQUIREMENT
The January Interim Requirement: All WTS degree students must complete one or more
January Interim (aka “J-Term”) courses, one for each year of primary coursework as defined for
their program. Master of Divinity degree students currently must complete three (3) J-Term courses.
Master of Arts in Diaconal Ministry degree students currently must complete two (2) J-Term
courses. Students in the earlier two-year Master of Arts degree (prior to Fall Semester 2019) must
complete two (2) J-Term courses, whereas students in the new one-year Master of Arts degree
program (Fall 2019 and following) need to complete one (1) J-Term course.
The Cross-Cultural “January” Requirement: For students in the Master of Divinity and Master
of Arts in Diaconal Ministry degree programs, as well as students in the older two-year Master of
Arts degree program (but not students in the new one-year degree program), one of your J-Terms
currently must be reserved for completing the Cross-Cultural requirement. Normally the means of
fulfilling the cross-cultural requirement is by completing a designated course that is designed as a
group-based course that involves immersion activities (often times travel of some form). Most of
these eligible cross-cultural courses are January courses. Independent studies are normally not
allowed for meeting the cross-cultural requirement except in situations approved ahead of time by
the Academic Dean upon petition.
J-Term Course Grading: All J-Term courses are graded with Credit/No-Credit grading only.
Limits to January Registration – One “J-Term” Course Per Year. Due to financial aid restrictions
(by the U.S. Department of Education and their Title IV program), only one course per year can be
registered for in each January Interim. This includes courses where travel occurs outside of January
(such as in August or May) if they are considered meeting the January course requirement and/or
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the cross-cultural requirement. This restriction includes independent studies. January courses have
their own tuition fee.

PART B – COURSE OFFERINGS
I. CROSS CULTURAL COURSES
The following courses all meet the MDiv/MADM (and older MA degree) cross-cultural degree
requirement when completed as a cohort, including pre- and post-January meetings. The faculty
person named is the local contact for the course, and in most cases the person you will work
with in completing the pre- and post-trip requirements for the cross-cultural requirement, as well
as sign off on the final grade. Please see that person for more information about the specific trip
or course. All courses are numbered MN 399W unless noted otherwise.
These cross-cultural courses will have some number of cross-cultural travel subsidies
available for that course as provided through Wartburg’s Financial Aid Office, which can be
used by students completing their first cross-cultural experience as required for their degree
program to offset some of their travel expenses. (See Barb Simon, Financial Aid Office, for
details on how these cross-cultural travel subsidies work and your eligibility.) The number of
these travel subsidies is currently left unspecified, to allow for some flexibility in reassigning
monies to a different trip if one is over- or under-subscribed as compared to another.
2020 International Cross-Cultural Travel Trips (travel and course in January):
Europe (including the Middle East):




Holy Land - led by Thomas Schattauer. [This course has a limit in January 2020 of
30 students or students/spouses together.]
(AS OF SEPTEMBER 12, THE HOLY LAND TRIOP IS ALREADY BOOKED
UP WITH THE NUMBER OF STUDENTS & SPOUSES COMBINED WHO CAN
GO.)
Nordic Lands: Iceland and Norway - led by Samuel Giere
(AS OF SEPTEMBER 12, THE NORDIC LANDS (ICELAND/NORWAY) TRIP
IS ALREADY BOOKED UP WITH THE NUMBER OF STUDENTS WHO CAN
GO.)

South America:
 Guyana (MN 285W), Pastoral Practicum in ELCG parishes—coordinated by
W. Persaud [This course can normally take from 1 to 4 students, depending
on gender mix, which is in turn dictated by the geographic sites and housing
at the churches available within the country to host students.]
Asia:
 Japan – led by Martin Lohrmann. A new trip beginning in January 2020.
[Current expectation is for about 6 students.]
(AS OF OCTOBER 22, THIS TRIP IS FULL.)
2020 Domestic Cross-Cultural Trips (Travel and Course in January):
 Pine Ridge Indian Reservation (South Dakota)—coordinated by Nessan
[This is a course taught by a fairly recent graduate of WTS and is a multiseminary offering, with a total overall limit of 24 students at the site.
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Wartburg has typically been able to send up to 8 or so students in most years,
depending on interest by the other seminaries.]
(AS OF OCTOBER 22, THERE IS STILL ROOM IN THIS COURSE FOR
A FEW MORE, BUT YOU NEED TO EXPRESS YOUR INTEREST
IMMEDIATELY, AS THE RETREAT CENTER WANTS TO START
RELEASING BEDS WE HAD RESERVED TO INTERESTED
STUDENTS FROM OTHER SEMINARIES!)
Texas/Mexico Borderlands— Offered through LSPS in Austin, Texas, with
Troy Troftgruben as the local contact through December. [Limited to 8
students due to travel logistics in Texas that limit the overall group.]
(AS OF OCTOBER 22, THE BORDERLANDS COURSE HAS ROOM FOR
POTENTIALLY ONE STUDENT, AS WE HAD SOMEONE DROP THE
COURES JUST YESTERDAY. BASED ON HOUSING REQUIREMENTS, WE
MAY OR MAY NOT BE ABLE TO REPLACE THIS PERSON, BUT YOU CAN
ASK AND WE WILL CHECK.)

Islam in America—course taught on-campus in Dubuque by Ann Fritschel,
with short-term travel necessary to visit mosques. (Zoom interaction is
possible for the classroom-only portions of the course, but the student must
be able to complete all travel to the sites of the mosques that are visited on
the days/times arranged.)

2020 Cross-Cultural Courses that meet the requirement, but have their travel outside
of January (either in August, or Late-May/Early June)
 Ministry For and With People with Disabilities (MN 387) – tentatively
May 2020 —coordinated by Nessan. An immersion in Omaha and Eastern
Nebraska in conjunction with MOSAIC. Development of this course is still in
progress as a possible partnership with LSTC and the staff of MOSAIC that
would take place in May. At this time the Registrar is not able to guarantee
the offering of this course, as it is still pending arrangements.
 HT 237H Hispanic Ministry Summer Term – a three-week immersion at
our extension site, the Lutheran Seminary Program in the Southwest (LSPS)
in Austin, Texas, and designed for ELCA seminary students to develop
leadership skills in Hispanic Ministry and build a network of colleagues who
share this commitment. The next opportunity is May 24 to June 11. Special
scholarships are usually available for ELCA students to cover the tuition
potion of the overall expense for the experience. See Registrar or Craig
Nessan for further details.
 Rocky Boy Indian Reservation (Montana) – August 2019. Contact Dr.
Craig Nessan or the Registrar for more details on how to register.
(THE AUGUST 2019 OPPORTUNITY HAS ALREADY COME AND GONE.
WATCH FOR FUTURE ANNOUNCMENTS LATER THIS YEAR OF A
POSSIBLE UPCOMING AUGUST 2020 OPPORTUNITY, WHICH, IF
SCHEDULED, WILL BE PART OF THE J-TERM 2021 OFFERINGS.)

II. Other J-Term Courses that can meet other degree (or concentration) requirements:
MN 397W
Rural Ministry – Western Iowa, Shalom Hill Farm, & North Dakota –
led by Mark Yackel-Juleen.
Visit and reflect on two rural areas, starting with the Shalom Hill Farm of Windom,
Minnesota. Then, in week two, students will travel to Western Iowa, North Dakota,
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or remain in southwestern Minnesota as guests of the churches in surrounding
communities; also includes students from Luther Seminary and United Lutheran
Seminary; limited enrollment; meets WTS MDiv rural ministry requirement the
MDiv degree program.
III. Other J-Term Courses that are elective in nature:
MN 103W
Pastoral Practicum (arranged between you and a pastor/church, with a
faculty member’s oversight). A specialized independent study whereby the student
focuses on ministry in a church setting (e.g., “shadowing” a pastor, or completing a
specialized ministry project, etc.) Student completes an independent study form as
part of the registration process in order to outline the goals of their practicum. See
the section below on independent studies for more information on the amount of
work that needs to be arranged for.
MN 399W
Holden Village - Winter Sojourn and Reading Seminar. Contact Dr. Nathan
Frambach for more details. Involves winter-time travel to the remote Holden Village
in the State of Washington.
(AS OF SEPTEMBER 12, THE HOLDEN VILLAGE TRIP IS POSSIBLY FULL, OR
CLOSE TO FULL, DUE TO TRAVEL LOGISTICS AT HOLDEN THAT LIMIT THE
OVERALL SIZE OF THE GROUP.)

HT 399W
Faith and Money – An asynchronous online course taught from January 6
through 24 (three weeks) by Dr. Shannon Jung. See Part C for more course details.
(AS OF OCTOBER 22, THIS COURSE HAS SPACE FOR ONLY ONE MORE
STUDENT, WITH A MAXIMUM LIMIT OF 15.)
IN 399W
Resiliency for Pastoral Leadership: Developing Positive Practices for
Holistic Ministry – An asynchronous online course taught from January 10 through
27 by Pr. DeWayne Teig. See Part C for more course details.
(NEW COURSE ADDED OCTOBER 22.)
IV. Known J-Term Opportunities that are offered by/through another ELCA seminary:
These courses are shared between the ELCA seminaries. Often times courses are shared through a
long-standing cross-registration agreement between these seminaries that the student normally pays
their home seminary the expected J-Term tuition fee, and then the student only pays the other host
seminary any additional expenses needed for their local onsite participation. The courses listed here
are those for which WTS is not the primary host site (as our own courses are already listed above).
Diaconal Ministry: History, Formation and Spirituality – Annual course in conjunction
with Luther Seminary under the auspices of the Deaconess Community of the
ELCA/ELCIC. Here is a website with more information:
https://deaconesscommunity.org/j-term-2020/. Registration with the Deaconess
Community for this course begins October 22. NOTE: This specific course is NOT
part of the cross-registration agreement described above, but one of the cases where
a student would need to become a temporary Luther Seminary student (completing
whatever application materials they request), paying all fees to them or the
Deaconess Community, and then arranging for the course to transfer back to
Wartburg Seminary. See the e-mailed announcement from the Deaconess
Community later in this document, under Part C.
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Other Luther Seminary courses (Added September 30)
While Luther Seminary has yet more courses that their own students can take, these
are the ones that are open to students at the other seminaries, including WTS:
CD1635 Trauma, Theology, and Ministry
CG3520 Grief and Loss
CL0510 Evangelism Contemp. Contexts
CY4560 Family, Childhood and Church
HC4342 Christianity and Social Reform
NT4227 Genesis - Revelation
OT1160 Psalms
ST1445 Black Theology
This link should get you to a place on the Luther Seminary website where you can
see a little more details, like whether the course is residential or not, and the dates:
https://myluthernet.luthersem.edu/ICS/Registration/Registration.jnz?portlet=Course_
Schedules&screen=Advanced+Course+Search&screenType=next
We otherwise do not have course details to share.
NOTE: When you are on the Luther Seminary website, it looks like these courses are
1 credit each. They are not – Luther Seminary uses course units, where 1 course unit
is equivalent to a 3 semester-hour course. A full-unit course effectively means 2
semester credits for the J-Term requirement and 1 elective credit.
United Lutheran Seminary (Philadelphia and Gettysburg) courses (Added Sept. 30)
Below is just a list. For more detail on each course, see Part C of this document, at (or near)
the end. NOTE: All of these are face-to-face intensives, where you need to go to either
Philadphia (IP in the course number) or Gettysburg (IG) to complete the course:
BIB 353 IG
Experiencing and Performing the Gospel
BIB 401 IG
Hebrew
BIB 425 IP
Reading the Bible with the Poor
DEN 201 IP
Lutheran Foundations
PRAX 100 IP
Worshipping Community
PRAX 110 IP
Pastoral Theology
PRAX 130 IG
Preaching the Gospel
PRAX 145 IG
Congregational Formation and Education
NOTE: All ULS courses are 3 semester hours, which effectively means 2 credits for the
J-Term requirement and 1 elective credit.
V. INDEPENDENT STUDY or PASTORAL PRACTICUM
For those students who do not complete one of the cross-cultural courses or specified organized
activity courses listed above, your remaining option is to complete an independent study or a
pastoral practicum. For students in the new curriculum (Fall 2016 and newer) MDiv and MA in
Diaconal Ministry degree program, all J-Term independent studies are expected to meet the
requirements for a 2-credit course (which equates to a minimum of 90 to 95 hours of work). For
any remaining students in the legacy degree programs (pre-Fall 2016 MDiv, MA, or MA in
Diaconal Ministry), a J-Term course/independent study is a 3-credit course (which equates to a
minimum of 135-145 hours of work). There is an Independent Study Contract Form to be completed
in conjunction with the faculty member who will oversee your independent study or pastoral
practicum, and the form is also signed by your faculty advisor. These contracts need to be finalized
by the December registration week.
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PART C
J-TERM 2020 COURSE DESCRIPTIONS
(Not all courses may have further description available at this time;
See the Registrar or the faculty contact person for more details)
(The following is an adaptation of a previous year’s description, subject to change on details such as the
costs.)
MN 285W
Guyana (Pastoral Practicum)
Contact person: Winston D. Persaud
Experience hope and zest for life in an English-speaking two-thirds world setting. In this three-week pastoral
practicum, students travel to Guyana without faculty escort, are hosted by pastors and their families / local
families in the congregations, and serve hands-on with the clergy and laity of the Evangelical Lutheran
Church in Guyana – teaching, preaching, leading worship in both homes and churches, working with youth
as well as men’s and women’s groups, visiting church members, etc. Meets the Cross-Cultural Requirement
Dates: Still being determined for 2020 – typically with travel to Guyana immediately after New Year’s Day
and being in-country for about three weeks.
Costs: a.) airfare will be in the range of $1,100.00 - $1,200.00 (subject to differences to reflect current prices
and your starting airport); and the international flights are normally, Miami Intl. Airport <—> Cheddi Jagan
Intl., Guyana.
b.) vaccinations and anti-malaria tablets (check with your doctor; costs may be minimal or a bit more,
depending on your insurance)
c.) ground transportation in the U.S.A.
Costs in Guyana: Once the WTS students arrive in Guyana, the ELCG takes care of ground transportation,
room, and board.
Cross-cultural travel subsidy provided by WTS: 50% of travel costs
Program: it is essentially one of being a pastoral-leader-in-training, working with pastor, deacon, and lay
leaders.
Reading and written requirements: there are selected texts to be read, which will be available on reserve in
the Reu Memorial Library; and each student is to compose a written theological reflection (10 pages) on the
cross-cultural pastoral practicum.
MN 397W
Rural Ministry – Western Iowa, Shalom Hill Farm, & North Dakota
Students study issues affecting America’s small town and rural (STaR) communities in a highly experiential
learning environment. Clergy and lay persons from STaR congregations and communities are engaged as
part of the course. The first week of the course is based at Shalom Hill Farm in southwestern Minnesota.
The second week students are hosted by another rural synod. Contexts include southwestern Minnesota,
western Iowa, or North Dakota. Implications for ministry and leadership in these contexts are explored.
Students from Luther Seminary, St. Paul and United Lutheran Seminary, Gettysburg may participate in the
course as well.
Dates for January 2020 are Monday, January 6 to Monday, January 20.
Travel costs are subsidized by the Center for Theology and Land and the host synod.
For more information, contact Mark Yackel-Juleen, myackel-juleen@wartburgseminary.edu .

MN 399W Pine Ridge Indian Reservation
NOTE: This J-Term option has also a separate application form required by the director of the Pine Ridge
Retreat Center; be sure to ask the WTS Registrar for that form and its instructions as soon as you have filed
your preference for this J-Term option as your first choice.
WTS Contact Person: Craig Nessan
Onsite Coordinator/Instructor: Pr. Kay Ressel (Wartburg Seminary graduate)
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Arrival date: Monday, January 6th
Departure date: Friday, January 17th
(Students who are flying, should plan on arriving/departing from the Rapid City Airport late morning or
early afternoon. We will provide transport to the Retreat Center.)
Required reading:
“Neither Wolf Nor Dog” by Kent Nerburn
“They Call Me Uncivilized” by Walter Littlemoon
“The Four Vision Quests of Jesus” by Steven Charleston
EXPECTATIONS: (Please begin with "Neither Wolf Nor Dog")
Students will read the required texts and prepare a reflection paper on each. Each paper will be two to three
pages in length and are due December 30th.
DAILY SCHEDULE: This list is intended to give a general flow for each day. Specifics vary as the
presenters are scheduled and are dependent on opportunities that may come up without advanced notice.
o Breakfast and devotions
o Guest Presentation (both onsite and offsite)/Community projects
o Lunch
o Discussions
o Kids’ Time, after school program for neighborhood children
o Dinner
o Evening Program
o Talking Circle
Presenters will share their experiences of life on the Reservation, hopes and views about economic and
housing issues, the impact of the Wounded Knee Massacre of 1890 and generational trauma.
Some of the historical sites that we may visit include Red Cloud Indian School, Wounded Knee,
Oglala Lakota College, Lakota Fund, and Thunder Valley. We will attend worship, and provide communion
to elders in their homes. Weather permitting, we will visit Wind Cave, Crazy Horse, and Mount Rushmore.
Community service projects vary and might include winterizing homes, painting, and cleaning.
PROGRAM FEE: $650.00 per student ($700.00 for students requiring transport from the airport.) Half of
the fee is due by December 1st and the balance is due upon arrival.
FOOD & LODGING: Bedding and linens will be provided. You can see photos of the facility at the
website http://www.pineridgeretreatcenter.org/along with other information about the Pine Ridge Retreat
Center. Participants will pool money and purchase groceries for preparing meals together. We recommend
budgeting $80.00 per person. There will be opportunities to eat out, those costs would be in addition to the
$80.00 and are the responsibility of the participants.
OTHER COSTS: There will be opportunities to purchase artwork created by local artists, the cost of these
artworks are in addition to the cost of the program. Prices range from $20 to $200. These purchases are at
the discretion of the students.
OVERVIEW: The ministry at the Pine Ridge Retreat Center (PRRC) can be divided into two broad areas.
The first is responding to a knock at the door from the people in the community. These threshold ministries
can be thought of as projects. And the other is providing hospitality and cross cultural immersion between
visiting teams and the people living in the community. This ministry focuses on relationships.
o Threshold Ministries: Coffee & sandwiches, quilts & blankets, hygiene kits, and baby diapers &
wipes. In addition, the after school Sanctuary Program for children provides a safe place to play and
worship. We have challenged ourselves to discover ways to shift the focus from providing the material
items to ways of helping folks find the ability to provide for themselves and their families.
o Immersion & Hospitality Ministries: Hosting visiting faith based and academic groups in cross
cultural immersions. This ministry includes programming and presentations that strive to provide space
for mutual conversation and greater understanding of each other. Although there is a service project
element included, the focus is on creating healthy, mutually respectful relationships. We strive to
address and break down barriers that are supported by negative stereotypes to open the door to deeper
appreciation for each other.
Optional reading:
“Pagans in the Promised Land” by Steven T. Newcomb
“The Lakota Way” by Joseph M. Marshall III
“Toxic Charity” by Robert D. Lupton
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MN 399W Encuentro - The Texas/Mexico Borderlands: Mission in Latino Contexts
Description: The Encuentro (Borderlands) course is a cross-cultural learning experience exploring ministry
and life along the borderlands (of south Texas). It's a course hosted by Seminary of the Southwest (SSW,
Episcopalian) in Austin, but jointly taught by one of their faculty (Jennifer Owens-Jofre) and one of ours
from Lutheran Seminary Program of the Southwest (LSPS), Javier Alanis. Here is an article about last year's
class.
Dates: Jan 2 (9:00am) to January 17 (lunch), 2019
Where: Austin, TX (base), with excursions to Laredo and Houston
Cost Estimate: $1100 - $1300 (includes accommodations, transportation, and meals) excluding travel
to/from Austin and Wartburg J-term tuition
Limit on participation? ...8 students in January 2020.
Instructors: Jay (Javier) Alanis (Executive Director of LSPS) and Jennifer Owens-Jofre (Seminary of the
SW). Troy Troftgruben is point person, but does not go.
Who's in the Course? ...Wartburg students join with Episcopalian students from the Seminary of the
Southwest.
Need to know Spanish? ...No, although it's a welcome bonus.
Need a passport? ...No, if you are a U.S. citizen. Yes, if you are an international student, as you have to be
able to get through border control checkpoints while still in Texas (up to as far away from the border as
Laredo).
Where do we stay? ...either with host homes or at a local motel.

MN 399W
Islam in America
Professor Ann Fritschel
Meets the Cross-Cultural Requirement
Meets from January 8 – 18
DESCRIPTION: This Dubuque based Islamic immersion course will introduce students to a basic
knowledge of the fundamentals of Islam and the challenges of Islamophobia. Several fieldtrips will be taken
to Sunni, African-American and Sufi Islamic communities in the Midwest. During these visits, students will
engage in dialogue with American Muslims around a variety of issues including the differences between
Christianity and Islam, Islamophobia, and the variety of ways of being Muslim in America.
PROCEDURES: Introductory meetings will discuss and set guidelines for inter-religious visits and dialogs.
Time will then be divided between classroom lectures, discussions, videos and visits to various Islamic
communities which may one overnight late night. We will also Zoom in with several Muslims and Muslim
organizations across the country. The weekend of this course will be fully devoted to the course.
COSTS: For students based in Dubuque, costs should be no more than $45.00 for gas and meals. Students
coming from outside of Dubuque are encouraged to make arrangements with on-campus students about
housing. Off campus students may Zoom in for some sessions, but must come in person for all mosque
visits.
EVALUATION: Students must attend and fully participate in all classroom and field visit experiences and
the J-term debriefing. They will complete a journal on readings and personal and theological reflections on
field visits. Students will develop a plan for introducing a course on Islam in the congregation/addressing
Islamophobia in their local context. Prior to coming to Dubuque, students will read several chapters of
Understanding Islam by C.T.R. Hewer and prepare to present on a chapter of The Fear of Islam by Todd
Green.

MN 399W
Church in Japan Immersion
Instructor: Dr. Martin Lohrmann
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Meets the Cross-Cultural Requirement
COURSE DESCRIPTION
This cross-cultural trip to Japan provides students with experiences of and reflection upon the challenges and
joys of Christian ministry in an Asian setting. Participants will learn through cultural immersion,
conversation, visits to congregations and social ministries, and readings. A key overarching theme will be the
relationships between faith and culture as experienced by Christians in Japan.
OBJECTIVES
1. To deepen knowledge and faith through immersion in Japanese culture and church life.
2. To build relationships with and learn from Christians in another part of the world through visits,
conversation, and study.
3. To learn the blessings and challenges of being Christian in a context where Christianity is a minority
religion.
These course objectives reflect and serve the values of the “12 Pastoral-Diaconal Practices of Wartburg
Theological Seminary,” especially the Practice of Missio Dei in Word and Sacrament (2), and the Practice
of Immersion in the Context (11), and the Practice of Cross-Cultural and Global Dimensions (12).
PROCEDURE
A group of about 6 students will make an approximately two-week-long trip to Japan (perhaps January 8-22,
2020). Readings will include Silence by Shūsaku Endō and Christianity Made in Japan: A Study of
Indigenous Movements by Mark Mullins; other books, essays, or resources may also be assigned in advance.
Participants will spend about half of the time based at the Lutheran seminary in Tokyo. Other days on the trip
will be spent visiting different parts of Japan such as Nagasaki, which is the site of the Japanese martyrs
described in Silence, the Nagasaki Peace Park, and a Lutheran school in nearby Kumamoto. Participants will
get to know some of the institutional and interpersonal connections that exist between the JELC and the
ELCA.
EVALUATION
Learning will be evaluated through constructive participation, reflective conversations about readings and
experiences, and a written journal.
BIBLIOGRAPHY
Silence by Shūsaku Endō
Christianity Made in Japan: A Study of Indigenous Movements by Mark Mullins
Other supplementary readings or resources may be assigned and included in the syllabus
MN 399W
Nordic Lands – Iceland / Norway
Contact Dr. Samuel Giere for details on this particular J-Term course.

MN 399W
Holden Village
Instructor: Nathan Frambach
“There is meaning in every journey that is unknown to the traveler.” (Dietrich Bonhoeffer)
Enjoy an opportunity to spend one full week (7 days, Friday to Friday) “in” at Holden Village for a
winter spiritual sojourn. We will join the Holden winter community in this beautiful and rugged setting in the
Cascade Mountains of Washington state. The rhythm of daily life will mirror the rhythm of the Holden
community, including worship, prayer, reading, conversation, work, play, and table fellowship. The focus for
our reading will be determined by those who will be participating in conjunction with the Instructor.
For past trips we have most often traveled by train to Wenatchee, Washington, which is a short bus
ride to Chelan and the boat dock where we catch the boat up lake to Holden. Let me say right up front that
we can consider different modes of travel depending on your location, as long as we all end up in
Wenatchee the day before we catch the boat (Thursday, January 9th, 2020). Once the group is set for this Jterm trip, we will schedule an evening meeting at Wartburg and via Zoom to begin discussing details,
specifically travel plans and the topic and focus of our reading and colloquy time.
Those who are in Dubuque or the broader Tri-state area and travel by train* together will have the
following general itinerary: departing from Lacrosse, WI on a Tuesday evening (Jan. 7th), arriving into
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Wenatchee early Thursday morning (Jan 9th), spend the day and overnight in Wenatchee, take the boat up
Lake Chelan to Holden Friday morning (Jan 10th), arriving at Holden Village mid-day on Friday; leaving
Holden mid-day on the following Friday (Jan 17th), arriving back into Wenatchee Friday afternoon, boarding
the train Friday evening (Jan. 17th) for the return trip, arriving into Lacrosse, WI on Sunday morning (Jan.
19th).
Twelve (12) days total; dates for this J-term offering are January 7th—19th, 2020.* Please know that
the Amtrak route that stops in Wenatchee (The Empire Builder 7 heading west; The Empire Builder 8
heading east) originates in Chicago and also has a stop in Columbus, Wisconsin. The above dates would be
the same if you board the train at these locations.
Holden faculty: Nathan Frambach and Holden Village staff
Wartburg Faculty Advisor: Professor Nathan Frambach (2 credit hours)
Dates: dates for this trip are January 7th—19th (inclusive of travel).
Cost: Estimated total cost of $1,000.00 based on the following breakdown (all costs approximate
at this point):
1. Train (round trip): $300.00 per person in Coach; rooms incur added cost per person in
Superliner Roomette (2 persons, meals included in Dining Car, access to shower on
board). Check Amtrak.com for current fare & room rates
2. Holden Village: $450.00 for the week (includes room, meals, round trip bus transport
from lake to village and back, etc.)
3. Lady of the Lake (Lake Chelan boat/ferry): $36.00 round trip
4. Wenatchee, WA: one night hotel (shared) and meals; approx. $100.00
5. Miscellaneous: you will need money for food/drinks on the train (or the drive?) if you
do not have a sleeper (sleepers are nice and include meals, but they can get pricey); you
can also bring food & drinks (within reason, and no alcohol unless you are in a sleeper)
on board the train; and they do have a store at Holden Village with all sorts of stuff for
purchase—from candy bars to books to music to apparel.
*Please note that it is possible, but not likely, that this group may travel by van to Wenatchee, depending on
the train situation on this Amtrak route. Due to a significant increase in freight trains over the years as well as
weather considerations, passenger trains (specifically Amtrak’s Empire Builder) experience significant
delays from time to time. This is difficult to anticipate (especially the weather) but traveling by van is an
option should we have need (we’ve only had to do this once out of six trips over the years) and travel dates
would be modified accordingly.

[no number] Diaconal Ministry: History, Formation and Spirituality
An on-site course of the Deaconess Community of the ELCA/ELCIC, as offered through Luther Seminary at
a retreat center in Minnesota.
Here is the announcement e-mail as sent out from the ELCA Deconess Community:
From: Liz Colver <Liz.Colver@elca.org>
Sent: Tuesday, September 3, 2019 12:42:11 PM
Subject: Diaconal Formation J-term (Deaconess Community of the ELCA)
September 3, 2019
Dear Seminary Colleagues,
Greetings from the Deaconess Community of the ELCA!
I want to share with you some information regarding our annual January Term
course: Diaconal Ministry: History, Formation and Spirituality. The course will be
accredited through Luther Seminary in St. Paul, Minnesota and credit may be
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transferred to other seminaries. Further details and a course description can be
found on the Deaconess Community website.
We would appreciate your cooperation in making this opportunity known to the
students of your seminary. In the past, students taking this course have come from
both Word and Service and Word and Sacrament tracks, and the shared
experience has been a gift for all who prepare for ministry in hopes of partnerships
and collaboration. This course will meet the anticipated diaconal course
requirement for those in the Word and Service candidacy process.
Registration opens October 22nd and students can register directly at Luther
Seminary (a link will go live on the Deaconess Community website after October
20th).
Tuition, travel, books, and a modest $400 for room and board are the responsibility
of the student. The Deaconess Community provides a generous stipend to make
room and board affordable and provide hospitality throughout the entire course.
If you have any questions that I might be able to clarify, please do not hesitate to
contact me at the email address and/or phone number listed below.
We thank you for your cooperation as we work together to bring the good news to
the whole people of God.
Peace and all good,
Sr. Liz Colver

+++
Sister Liz Colver, ELCA Deacon
Director of Vocation and Education
the Deaconess Community of the ELCA/ELCIC
8765 W Higgins Rd Ste 405
Chicago* IL 60631
*We acknowledge that our office is on the traditional lands of the Peoria People.
deaconesscommunity.org
cell: 206.391.2117

HT 399W
Faith and Money
Instructor: Shannon Jung.
Asynchronous Online Course
Dates: January 6-24, 2020.
This course will consider how the Christian faith is related to the use of money. Many understand money as
the primary determinant of behavior in individual believers and the congregation, as well as in global,
ecological, and political issues. It begins by looking at our own personal faith-filled approach to money.
Then it turns to Scripture and theology to explore the resources of the faith, and considers how the
congregation and others can begin to tackle local issues of income inequality and injustice. Preaching on
money in the congregation will be an emphasis.
Readings (Required):
 Walter Brueggemann, Money and Possessions, Westminster John Knox, 2017.
 Vicki Robin, Your Money or Your Life, Penguin, revised edition, 2018.
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 Shannon Jung, Building the Good Life for All: Transforming Income Inequality, 2017.
Recommended:
 Ryan Cumming, The Forgotten Luther II: Reclaiming the Church’s Public Witness. Fortress,
2019.
 Douglas Meeks, God the Economist. Fortress, 2000.

IN 399W

Resiliency for Pastoral Leadership: Developing Positive Practices for Holistic
Ministry
Instructor: DeWayne Teig
Asynchronous Online Course; Elective course only
Dates: January 10-27, 2020.
COURSE O VERVIEW:
The practice of professional ministry is one that is both rewarding and challenging. Making a difference in
people’s lives through interactions within worship, pastoral care, administration, and other forms of
leadership ripple out into communities, adding to the common good. Unhealthy ways of relating with others
can also have an impact when religious leaders don’t care for themselves in ways that are life-giving and
self-compassionate. This course will explore ways in which leaders can develop healthy practices –
emotional, physical, and spiritual – which will help them thrive in ministry by cultivating resiliencies that
can sustain them through demanding times. (2 credit hours, Credit/No Credit)
COURSE OBJECTIVES :
1. Develop an appreciation for Emotional Intelligence (EQ) and the ways in which self-discovery can lead
to deeper forms of self-awareness, self-management, social awareness, and relationship management.
2. Explore ways in which a better understanding and application of EQ principles add to increased levels of
resiliency that help promote healthy and sustainable ministry within various contexts.
3. Recognize the challenge that large and small traumas pose for ministry leaders and fashion a personal
wellness plan for countering the cumulative effects of trauma exposure.
EVALUATION:
 Initiate a leadership conversation with a rostered leader that explores their resiliencies and ways of
thriving within their various roles of leadership and submit a three-page report analyzing your findings –
due by January 15th.
 Identify and post online a minimum of five insights you gain through your reading/research and respond
to five other people’s postings with your own assessment/conclusion/reflection – due by January 21st.
 Submit a final five-page reflection that formulates a positive integrative approach for your own future
ministry in leadership by developing a plan of action (stewardship) utilizing concepts about resiliency
learned through this course – due by January 27th.
REQUIRED READING:
 John Lee West, Roy M. Oswald, & Guzman Nadyne. Emotional Intelligence for Religious Leaders.
Lanham, Maryland: Rowman & Littlefield, 2018.
 Roy M. Oswald & Arland Jacobson. The Emotional Intelligence of Jesus: Relational Smarts for
Religious Leaders. Lanham, Maryland: Rowman & Littlefield, 2015.
 Laura van Dernoot Lipsky with Connie Burk. Trauma Stewardship: An Everyday Guide to Caring for
Self While Caring for Others. San Francisco, California: Berrett-Koehler Publishers, Inc., 2009.
 Rosa Luisa Rossi. “Resilient Leadership: Navigating the Pressures of Modern Working Life” in Insights,
International Institute for Management Development, No. 42, 2014.
 John Lee West. “An Analysis of Emotional Intelligence Training and Pastoral Job Satisfaction” in
Journal for Pastoral Care & Counseling, 70 (4), pp. 228-243, 2016.

MN 399W
Holy Land
All details are in the brochure replicated as the next four pages of this J-Term Catalog.
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COURSES AVAILABLE THROUGH THE ELCA CROSS-SEMINARY AGREEMENT
(Added beginning September 30)
UNITED LUTHERAN SEMINARY (Philadelphia and Gettysburg, PA)
Key to Course Locations and Format (The prefix after the course number):
IG Intensive, Gettysburg campus—face-to-face meetings over a limited time (normally 1 to
3 weeks)
IP Intensive, Philadelphia campus—face-to-face meetings over a limited time (normally 1 to
3 weeks)
BIB 353 IG Experiencing and Performing the Gospel
This class provides a survey and advanced study of the New Testament and proclamation of the Gospel.
Students will learn and employ a variety of interpretive approaches, especially those that highlight the
biblical text’s character as story and narrative engaging the reader. Close attention will be paid to translation
of the Greek. A special focus is on the ‘performance’ of the gospel in ancient and modern contexts. Fulfills
MDiv Bible at the Crossroads requirement for 2nd and 3rd year students; may be taken as free elective by
1st-year students who have met the prerequisites. [Prerequisites: BIB 100 Greek and BIB 201 Reading and
Telling the Story]
*7 hours of advance work
Jan. 21–25 Gettysburg campus
Mark Vitalis Hoffman
BIB 401 IG Hebrew
Hebrew is the original language of the Old Testament/Hebrew Bible, and its recovery was a central and
indispensable building block of the Protestant Reformation. Students learn the basics of biblical Hebrew
vocabulary and grammar and begin to sharpen their perspective on the exquisite art of translation. The course
is enhanced by an orientation to Bible software tools as an aid to ongoing study of the language. Free elective
*1.5 hours of advance work
January 6–17 Gettysburg campus
Reed Carlson
BIB 425 IP Reading the Bible with the Poor
Poverty and growing inequality between the rich and the poor are defining issues of our time. This course
provides grounding in contemporary issues surrounding poverty. Who are the poor and why are they poor? It
explores South African, Brazilian and US American methodologies of reading the Bible with communities of
the organized poor struggling to change their conditions and society at large. It grounds these methodologies
in the historical and contemporary liberationist hermeneutics and explores the theological implications of
reading the Bible with a “preferential option” for the voices, knowledges and experiences of people in
poverty. This course will include a practical component that will build facilitation skills for leading and
developing curricula for Bible studies. Free elective [Pre-requisites: BIB 100 Greek and BIB 201 Reading
and Telling the Story]
*3 hours of advance work
January 21–25 Philadelphia campus
Crystal Hall
DEN 201 IP Lutheran Foundations
This course explores the Lutheran confessional texts included in the Book of Concord as a witness to the
gospel and guidance for faith and life. Through a first-hand reading of the documents, and learning about
their history, context, and content, students will gain an appreciation of the historical foundations of Lutheran
theology and reflect critically on the relevance of the Confessions for public ministry today. Fulfills
denominational history/polity requirement for Lutheran students [Pre-requisite: HTH 100 or HTH 101/11x]
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*6 hours of advance work
January 6–11 Philadelphia campus
Vincent Evener
PRAX 100 IP Worshipping Community
This course aims to equip leaders to prepare worship within and with a community, drawing on the richness
of the church’s traditions and of the community’s giftedness and context. Bringing together fruits of biblical
study, church history, ecumenical theological consideration (especially of the sacraments), and pastoral care,
it also draws on disciplines ranging from anthropology to neuropsychology. Students will both prepare
corporate worship appropriate to their own tradition, and practice leading it. Fulfills MDiv Worshipping
Community requirement, MA/MAPL Praxis option, or free elective
*3 hours of advance work
January 21–25 Philadelphia campus
Kyle Schiefelbein-Guererro
PRAX 110 IP Pastoral Theology
An introduction to the foundations of pastoral theology, formation, and care, to equip participants to develop
relationships of empathy and compassion with those seeking care. Students will explore various models of
pastoral theology, and how they inform pastoral and community care. Students will develop a framework for
understanding their own personal and pastoral formation, using the tools of family systems, narrative theory,
and psychodynamic psychology. Through engagement with dynamic pastoral cases, students will develop the
ability to engage in pastoral assessment, analysis, and develop a plan of care. Attention will be given to
professional ethics, grief & loss, health & illness, making appropriate referrals, and the spiritual importance
of self-care and boundaries. Through in vivo practice, students will continue to develop their pastoral
presence, through prayer, empathy, listening, assertion, and problem solving skills, in order to respond in
common pastoral, sacramental, and crisis situations. Fulfills MDiv Pastoral Theology requirement, MAML
Praxis option, MA/MAPL Praxis option, or free elective
January 13–17 Philadelphia campus
Storm Swain
PRAX 130 IG Preaching the Gospel
Preaching the Gospel is an introduction to the theology, methods, and practice of the oral communication of
the gospel. This will include plenary sessions and preaching and evaluation. We will ask the important
questions: What is preaching? How is it done? Why does it matter? This course provides a general
introduction to the task of preaching. Students will distinguish and analyze: 1) the place of preaching in the
context of the worshipping assembly; 2) the theological work of preaching as part of the practice of Christian
ministry; and 3) the techniques and methodologies that various preachers use in the preparation and delivery
of sermons. Fulfills MDiv Preaching the Gospel requirement, MAML Praxis option, MA/MAPL Praxis
option, or free elective
*10 hours of advance work
January 6–10 Gettysburg campus
Angela Zimmann
PRAX 145 IG Congregational Formation and Education
Students will demonstrate basic knowledge of the philosophy and history of Christian Education,
demonstrate ability to analyze, use and describe educational resources in their prospective ministries, and be
able to develop pedagogical skills in teaching children, youth and adults in the Christian faith from their
various denominations. Students will also acquire a knowledge of their current denominational curricula for
Sunday school, first communion, confirmation, baptism, adult catechumenate, and age appropriate bible
study. Finally, class participants will demonstrate an ability to use media, technology, and the arts in the
delivery of Christian Education. This course will use literature and communication (online and in class) on
topics such as reflection on baptism as the foundation for congregational formation and education, the role of
advocacy and social justice in congregational formation and education, mandatory reporting of child abuse,
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impacts of sexual misconduct in congregational formation and education, power differentials in
congregational formation and education, liturgy as an important component in faith formation and education,
working with populations of differing abilities in faith formation and education, the realities of racism,
sexism, ageism, classism, etc. in faith formation and education, and teaching/preaching in our polarized
culture and world. Fulfills MDiv Congregational Formation and Education requirement, MAML Praxis
option, MA/MAPL Praxis option, or free elective
*12 hours of advance work
January 13–17 Gettysburg campus
Nancy Gable
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