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IN141 Jesus Christ and Plural Worlds is a
course in theological orientation, which
explores the place and meanings of religion
for human life in our contemporary
religiously and culturally plural worlds within

the horizons of the questions:
(1) How do/can/should Christians bear effective witness to Jesus Christ in our contemporary realities?
Who is Jesus for today?
(2) In light of our contemporary reality/realities, how do we consider the relation of justification and
justice in Christ Jesus?
The objectives of the course are to explore, appropriate, and articulate…

- what it means to be a human being in relation to the Triune God who is holy and righteous;
- the decisive significance of Jesus Christ to the Christian witness;
- the contemporary reality of the culturally and religiously plural worlds in which all Christians live and in which
the Christian witness is made; and

- the distinctive Lutheran concept of justification in light of Lutheran/Roman Catholic agreement in the JDDJ,
including the call to do justice.
In addition and on a practical level, the course invites you…
- to listen both critically and charitably to one another, and
- to practice drafting a common theological document.
COURSE QUESTIONS
The following questions will guide your reflections throughout the course:
Q1: If someone were to ask you to tell them about Jesus, what would you say?
Q2: If Jesus Christ is the incarnation of the Word through whom all things were created (John 1:1-14), and
Jesus is the way, and the truth, and the life,” through whom alone there is salvation (John 14:6), how do
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you understand the relationship of non-Christians and their traditions, whether religious or not, to Jesus
Christ and the salvation he brings?
Q3: In your view, what does Christianity have to say to people of other religions / no religion?
Q4: How do you understand the relationship of justification and justice in and through Jesus Christ?
RHYTHMS
We will convene twice during Prolog Week, 7-10 September 2021 (details in course schedule).
Throughout the remainder of the semester, the synchronous meetings of the course will run 1:15-3:05p, Central Time. For
those Zooming into class, follow the link on Castle Commons course page. Students participating asynchronously, videos
of course lectures will be posted on the course’s Castle Commons site in a timely manner (i.e., usually by late afternoon on
Tuesdays). Additional participation instructions - both synchronous and asynchronous - are listed below.
Our class sessions will follow two formats: plenary and discussion group.
Plenary
1:15-1:55p
2:00-2:30p
2:30-3:05p

Faculty Presentation(s)
Small Group Conversation
Plenary Discussion

Drafting Group — Working Sessions
1:15-3:05p
Twice during the term, you will meet (in real time) with members of your drafting group
during class time to discuss and edit collective responses to the course questions.
Synchronous groups will meet during regular class time. Asynchronous groups will be
responsible for arranging a mutually agreeable time of comparable length.
NB — Lists of the drafting groups will be provided during Prolog Week.
EXPECTATIONS & ASSESSMENT
General Expectations
You are required to attend to all sessions. Failure to do so without expressed permission from the instructor may
result in failure of the course.
You are expected to inwardly digest course readings in relation to plenary sessions and the course questions, to
be willing to share their thoughts honestly, to be willing to receive the thoughts of classmates generously, and to
engage respectfully with instructor(s) and fellow students.
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A couple words about synchronous and asynchronous participation expectations:

- With regard to Plenary sessions:
• Residential and Collaborative folks are expected to be present synchronously for the whole of Plenary days.
Distributed folks are encouraged to participate synchronously but may participate asynchronously.

• If attending synchronously, you will be expected to be present for the whole of the class session. Please
limit distractions.

• If participating asynchronously, you are expected to engage the video of the course in conversation with

any reading assignments. After engaging the video of the class session, you are expected (a) to offer a brief
(30 sec - 2 min) response (comment and/or question) using VoiceThread about the lecture and (b) to
respond to the comment of at least one fellow student.

- With regard to Drafting Group sessions:
• All students are required to attend synchronously (in person or by Zoom) discussion groups. As noted above,
asynchronous groups will be responsible for arranging a mutually agreeable time during which they can
meet. NB - Drafting groups will need to arrange time for conversation and writing outside of class time.

Assessment
Initial Responses to Course Questions: Answer the course questions honestly and for yourself. Respond to
each question with fifty (50) words or less. Submit by 10p on Friday, 10 September 2021. These initial drafts
are the start of your working paper to be revisited weekly throughout the term and eventually morphing into
your final essay.
Drafting Group Papers: Throughout the term, drafting groups will attend corporately to the course questions
by means of drafting of a common document.
Each drafting group is responsible for a one-page collective response to each course question, moving
sequentially through the questions over the course of the term. Drafting groups are required to submit their
working document four times throughout the term, adding one question each time.
Submit them by noon Central on:
Q1
Friday, 24 September
Qs 1-2
Friday, 29 October
Qs 1-3
Wednesday, 24 November
Qs 1-4
Friday, 10 December
These are working documents, which means that each group can/should revisit the responses to previous
question(s) as we roll through the term.
The time for these discussions is built into the course. On a weekly basis:
Synchronous students will have time at the end of each plenary session.
Asynchronous students will have a VoiceThread (one per group) on the course Castle Commons page
dedicated to this ongoing conversation.
In addition there are two days dedicated (at least in part) to drafting group work on the common document:
21 September and 26 October.
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Draft details:

- Drafting groups are allowed no more than one-page to respond to each question.
- Drafts should be double-spaced with 1” margins, using 10-12pt font.
- Drafts should use endnotes to indicate any influences and/or references to materials from the course or
elsewhere that inform the draft. Endnotes needn’t count in the one-page per question page limit.

Final Essay (5-6 pages) – You are required to submit a 5-6 page essay which is due Tuesday, 14 December
2021.

- The totality of your ongoing work on the course questions (individual and drafting group) is at play for the
final essay.

- You are expected to retool their responses in relation to Jesus’ question to the disciples (Mt 16.15).
Organize the essay as if Jesus’ question is a question to you.

- Include in the essay your reaction to the following: over the course of the semester, what have you learned,
what has proved most surprising to you, and with what will you continue to wrestle?

- The essay should display robust engagement with course materials (lectures, readings, discussions, drafts
of discussion group papers, etc.).

- Include a reading list of all that you have read for the course. This needn’t count in the 5-6 page limit.
BIBLIOGRAPHY
Required:
Bible, NRSV.
Shusako Endo, Silence (Wm. Johnston, trans; New York: Taplinger, 1969).
Kendra Creasy Dean, “Faith, nice and easy: The almost-Christian formation of teens,” Christian Century (10 August
2010) 22-27.
“Joint Declaration on the Doctrine of Justification,” by the Lutheran World Federation and the Roman Catholic Church,
1999. (Also available in print from Eerdmans.)
Martin Luther, “Sermon on Two Kinds of Righteousness” (1519).
Gita Mehta, A River Sutra (New York: Vintage, 1994).
Rudolf Otto, The Idea of the Holy (John W. Harvey, trans.; 2nd ed.; Oxford University Press, 1950).
Lamin Sanneh, Translating the Message: The Missionary Impact on Culture (2nd ed., Orbis, 2008).
NB - Students are required to read three portions (see below) of Sanneh’s book; the whole book, however, is
interesting, fun to read, and recommended. Page numbers for the Sanneh reading are provided for both the
1st and 2nd editions.
David Tracy, Plurality and Ambiguity: Hermeneutics, Religion, Hope (University of Chicago Press, 1987).
Recommended
Lesslie Newbigin, The Gospel in a Pluralist Society (Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1989).
NB - The bibliography is intentionally cross-cultural, ecumenical with a measure of a global span.

Fall 2021

Page 4 of 7

SCHEDULE

PROLEGOMENA
Q1: If someone were to ask you to tell them about Jesus, what would you say?

September — 1:20-2:40p (day/date in Prolog Week TBD)
Orientation & Logistics
Matthew 16.15
September — 9:00-10:20a (day/date in Prolog Week TBD)
Religion
Exodus 20.1-3
Martin Luther’s explanation of the First Commandment in “The Large Catechism, either online
or in Kolb & Wengert, eds., The Book of Concord, 386.1-392.48.
10 September
Individual Responses to Course Questions are due.
14 September
The Holy
Isaiah 6.1-5
Otto, The Idea of the Holy, 1-40, 175-178. [E-readers: chs. 1-4 and 21]
21 September
Drafting Group Working Session
24 September
Drafting Group Responses to Q1 due.
BEING HUMAN
Q2: If Jesus Christ is the incarnation of the Word through whom all things were created (John 1:114), and Jesus is the way, and the truth, and the life,” through whom alone there is salvation (John
14:6), how do you understand the relationship of non-Christians and their traditions, whether
religious or not, to Jesus Christ and the salvation he brings?
28 September
Revelation, Language, and Interpretation
John 1.1-14
David Tracy, Plurality and Ambiguity, 1-114. [E-readers: chs. 1-5]
5 October
Righteousness & Trust
Isaiah 42.5-9
Martin Luther, “Two Kinds of Righteousness”
12 October
NO CLASS - Reading & Research Week
Gita Mehta, A River Sutra (New York: Vintage, 1994).
19 October
Justification
Galatians 3.10-29
Joint Declaration on the Doctrine of Justification
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26 October
Drafting Group Working Session
29 September
Drafting Group Responses to Qs 1-2 due.
RELIGIOUSLY AND CULTURALLY PLURAL WORLDS
Q3: In your view, what does Christianity have to say to people of other religions / no religion?
2 November
Religious Pluralism & Plural Worlds
John 14.6
Kendra Creasy Dean, “Faith, nice and easy: The almost-Christian formation of teens,” Christian Century
(10 August 2010) 22-27.
Excerpt from Lesslie Newbigin, The Gospel in a Pluralist Society (Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1989).
9 November
The Global Matrix of Religion
Colossians 1.15-20
Sanneh, Translating the Message
1st edition (1989) 22-54, 157-234
2nd, revised & expanded edition (2009) 27-61, 191-276
[E-readers: Chapter 1-The Pauline Factor through Chapter 2-Function of Translation and
Chapters 6-8.]
16 November
Worlds Constituted by Scripture
Isaiah 55.10-11
2 Corinthians 5.14-21
23 November
NO CLASS - Reading & Research
Endo, Silence, 3-191.
24 November
Drafting Group Responses to Qs 1-3 due.
JESUS CHRIST, JUSTIFICATION, AND JUSTICE
Q4: How do you understand the relationship of justification and justice in and through Jesus Christ?
30 November
Jesus Christ, the Incarnate Word
Genesis 1.1-2.3a
John 1.1-14
7 December
Witness to Jesus Christ and the Call to Participate in God’s Justice
Matthew 16.15
Romans 1.16-17 (18-20)
Martin Luther’s explanation of the First Commandment in “The Large Catechism, either online
or in Kolb & Wengert, eds., The Book of Concord, 386.1-392.48.
10 December
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Drafting Group Responses to Qs 1-4 due.
14 December
Course Questions: Retrospect & Prospect

Individual Final Essays — Due
WTS Accommodation Policy for Individuals with Disabilities
It is Seminary policy to provide, on a flexible and individualized basis, reasonable accommodations to students who have
documented disability conditions that may affect their ability to participate in course activities or to meet course
requirements. Students are responsible for informing the instructor of any documented disability by the end of the first week of
class or upon subsequent diagnosis. Documentation on disability conditions is kept in a confidential file.
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