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Course Number: MN 106W  

Course Title: Foundations of Lutheran Worship 

Name of Instructor: Jan Schnell 

Semester and Year: Fall 2024 

 
Requirement fulfilled, who may register, indicate if limited:    MN-1 (Yr 1 worship course), all may register        
Number of hours, grading option: 3, Cr/NCr 
               
 
COURSE DESCRIPTION: 
This course will disrupt notions that there is one “right way” to worship. We will, instead, sharpen 
growing abilities to ask insightful questions about what is happening within worship, and we will 
explore the roles of assembly, text, and presence in relation to worship leadership--with attention 
to biblical, theological, historical, and ritual foundations. Therefore, in this course, we will focus on 
behaviors, being, and processing rather than memorization of facts. We are going to engage in 
worship as a way to learn about it. We will unpack the readings, expand on our diverse 
foundations, and form ourselves toward embodied worship leaders. In “workshops” students enact 
worship leadership and give constructive, critical feedback. This course seeks to form students 
to think innovatively and critically about worship in Christian assemblies, especially as pertains 
to word and sacrament and the celebration of the church year. 
 
 
COURSE OBJECTIVES: 
1. Appreciate the local nature of a worshipping community (diaconal-pastoral practice of pastoral 

concern,). 
2. Appreciate the unity of the Church in worship (practice of biblical and theological wisdom).  
3. Acknowledge diverse origins of Christian worship sources (practice of missio Dei in word and 

sacrament). 
4. Celebrate ongoing diversity of Christian worship practices (practice of engagement with cross-cultural 

and global dimensions and practice of ecclesial partnership).  
5. Encourage restoration of lay leadership within worship services (practice of missio Dei in word and 

sacrament).  
6. Explore some biblical, historical, and theological foundations of worship (practice of being rooted in the 

Gospel). 
7. Develop a better understanding of your voice/role as worship leader/presider (practice of personal faith 

and integrity).  
8. Practice reflecting critically and theologically on liturgical decisions (toward parish life) (practice of 

biblical and theological wisdom and practice of complex analysis). 
9.  Work on the ability to analyze one’s own worship leadership accurately (practice of personal faith and 

integrity). 
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PROCEDURE: 
Class sessions include lectures, practical demonstrations, and discussion. Practicums provide opportunity to 
practice the skills of good worship leadership. 
 
 
 
EVALUATION:  

Students, who are preparing for Christian ministry in congregations and religious leadership in other contexts, 
study liturgy in order to lead and accompany people of faith in the important work of formation—both in 
Christian faith and for the life of the world. To do this kind of preparation, we will seek to create a community of 
learning in which we all are accountable to one another. 
 
Thus, your presence, preparation, and participation in class are indispensable. Like in political, social, and 
liturgical spheres, in the classroom we all suffer when all voices are not heard. For this reason, attendance and 
full participation are mandatory. 
 
General Grading Rubric: 
This course is cr/ncr 
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