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FACULTY 
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S.D. Giere, PhD, Professor of Biblical InterpretaHon 

 
COURSE DESCRIPTION 

This course is part II of a two-semester introducHon to the Hebrew Bible/First 
Testament. In this course, students will become acquainted with Historical books, 
WriHngs, PropheHcal books, Wisdom tradiHon and Psalms. The course focusses on 
exegesis, interpretaHon, preaching, and teaching of Joshua-Malachi. It explores the 
religiously plural, mulH-cultural, socio-historical, and poliHcal backgrounds behind and in 
the text and interpretaHve issues in front of the text as well as the witness of the books 
to the Triune God. Throughout the course, texts will be approached with respect for 
their Jewish and ChrisHan interpreHve contexts.  

 
COURSE OBJECTIVES  

• to develop knowledge of the plurivocal contents and theological frameworks of the 
books 

• to listen to the mulHple voices emanaHng from the religiously pluralisHc context of 
the HB and to discern the implicaHons for interpretaHon of the cacophony of sound 
they express.  

• to develop increased competence in criHcal thinking on biblical hermeneuHcs and 
exegeHcal interpretaHon  

• to cultivate skills to interpret and preach the books with a sensitivity to the key 
concepts of biblical and contemporary worlds. 

 
PROCEDURE  

This course is a combination of lectures, small group discussions, and student 
presentations. Each class typically consists of a lecture, and a small group discussion to 
discuss the relevance of the class learnings to the ministerial contexts and engage with 
interpretive issues. Students will be required to complete the assigned readings prior to 
the class and participate in the class activities. 
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