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Grade or Credit/No Credit 

 
FACULTY 

S.D. Giere, PhD, Professor of Biblical Interpretation 
DESCRIPTION 

This seminar is a close reading of the four N.T. gospels with the foci: (1) tending to a close 
reading of the four texts that dwells in in their similariMes and differences (2) paying parMcular 
aQenMon to the theological implicaMons of the similariMes and differences.  An umbrella 
quesMon that the seminar will tend to is: What does the fact that church by the power of the 
Spirit maintained the four-fold witness to the incarnaMon, life, death, and resurrecMon of Jesus 
Christ say theologically about the nature of revelaMon?   

FORMAT 
The course will be a hybrid of lecture and seminar formats with an emphasis on student 
engagement and creaMvity within the bounds of the course’s focus.  Use of Greek (mindful, of 
course, that everyone’s Greek is at parMcular place) will be expected.   

ASSESSMENT  
Students will be assessed on thorough and informed engagement with the course material 
culminaMng in a comprehensive assignment (paper or project) which they will present to the 
class. 

BIBLIOGRAPHY 
Required 

Kurt Aland, ed., Synopsis of the Four Gospels: Greek-English Edi:on of the Qua=uor 
Evangeliorum (10th ed.; Deutsche Bibel Gesellscha], 1996).  

NB – Make sure to get the edi/on with the Greek and English on facing pages.  
DO NOT get the one that is Mtle Synopsis Qua=uor Evangeliorum (LaMn might be sexy, 

but this one does not have the English on facing pages and will drive you mad.)  
Also, DO NOT purchase the one that says “English EdiMon” on the cover. No surprise, it 

has no Greek. Like it or not, we’re going to use the Greek.  
If you search for the ISBN (978-1-59856-177-7), it’s almost guaranteed that you cannot 

go wrong. It’s a bit dumb expensive, but it is a worthy investment.   
Also, there is no equivalent digital version available.   

Cheapest will be found for free from an old, re/red pastor.  By old, graduated from 
seminary in the mid-1990s or earlier.   
Otherwise… 

You can purchase new from Germany.  It is roughly 115 € (includes shipping). 
hQps://shop.die-bibel.de/Synopsis-of-the-Four-Gospels/5405 

Otherwise… 
Try hQps://www.abebooks.com   

Otherwise… 
This textbookrush.com seems to have a few copies as well.   

hQps://www.textbookrush.com/browse/books/9783438054050 
If really in a pinch, Hendrickson Publishing is the North American seller.  They sell 
new copies but at a stupid cost.   
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