HT 261W AMERICAN GENOCIDE 2: AFRICAN AMERICAN HISTORY AND
THEOLOGY

Instructor: Craig Nessan

Elective (Synchronous only)

Open to all

1 Credit; letter grade or credit/no credit

This course is a seminar in reading selected texts in African American history and theology through the

interpretive lens of genocide theory. While there has been significant theological attention to contexts beyond

North America in many forms of liberation theology, this course examines the significance of the slave trade from

Africa, slavery of African descent peoples in North America, and the ongoing oppression of African descent

peoples as an occasion for liberation theology. One text attends to this history and a second text to the work of a

contemporary Black theologian.

OBJECTIVES:

1. To gain an introduction to genocide theory (practice of complex analysis).

2. To explore the history of the slave trade from Africa and slavery in the United States (practice of engagement
with cross-cultural and global dimensions).

3. To encounter recent theological works by African American/Black theologians (practice of biblical and
theological wisdom).

4. To engage in discussion for the implications of this study for the ministry and mission of the church (practice
of personal faith and integrity).

PROCEDURE: The course meets once per week for one hour. The primary format is interactive discussion of

readings led by instructor and students.

EVALUATION: 1) Attendance and demonstrating informed preparation to discuss assigned readings.

2) Discussion leadership of assigned readings on a rotating schedule. 3) Project or research paper to

demonstrate integration of semester’s work.
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