
Fall 2026 
MN 106W Introduction to Worship 

Course Number: MN 106W 
Course Title: Foundations of Lutheran Worship 
Instructor: Rev. Dr. Clayton Faulkner, Dean of the Chapel 
Semester and Year: Fall 2026 
Registration Details:  

 3 credit hours 
 Required course for first-year MDiv students 
 Eligible as specialization elective for MADM students 
 Eligible as ministry course for MA students 
 Grading is credit/no credit 

Course Description: An initial study of Lutheran worship focused on contemporary practice and 
the development of good liturgical leadership, with attention to biblical, theological, historical, and 
ritual foundations. The Sunday assembly around word and sacrament and the celebration of the 
church year will be highlighted, together with the distinctive features of Lutheran theology and 
practice. The course is intended for anyone who will be involved in preparing and leading worship in 
the congregation as well as for those who desire a general introduction to the study of Lutheran 
worship. 
Course Objectives:  

 To identify the biblical foundations of Christian worship. 
 To name the diverse historical origins of Christian worship. 
 To articulate Lutheran sacramental theology. 
 To evaluate best practices for Lutheran worship in the 21st century, including diverse 

sources, inclusivity, and global awareness. 
 To reflect critically and theologically on liturgical decisions in the Lutheran parish. 
 To analyze one’s own worship leadership accurately. 

Procedures: Class sessions include lectures, practical demonstrations, discussion, and sharing 
written reflections. Practicum workshops provide opportunities to evaluate the skills of presiding in 
worship. 
Evaluation: Students are evaluated on written assignments, class participation, practicum 
workshops, and Voice Thread posts and responses (for asynchronous students). 
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