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MN 255W 

MN 255W BEING BODY OF CHRIST 
Instructor: Craig L. Nessan 
Required for Second Year MDiv students; open to MA students Can meet concentration requirements. 
2 Credits; letter grade or credit/no credit 
 
This course explores the meaning of church as the body of Christ by constructing a theology of the 
congregation. Components of this theology include worship, prayer, education, community, stewardship, 
evangelizing, global connections, ecumenism, and social ministry. Special attention is given to the 
formation of a congregation's identity and leading congregational mission. Foundational documents are 
discussed, including the ELCA Constitution and ELCA Full Communion Agreements, among others. 
Congregational leadership practices are examined. How do we introduce and lead the church in a 
paradigm shift toward baptismal ecclesiology? 
OBJECTIVES: 

1. To examine how church becomes the body of Christ through Scripture and worship (practice of 
Missio Dei in Word and Sacrament). 

2. To understand the interconnections between worship, prayer, education, life in community, 
stewardship, evangelizing, global connections, ecumenism, and social ministry in congregational 
mission (practice of theological wisdom). 

3. To become conversant about the theology and practice of full communion with the partners of the 
ELCA (practice of ecclesial partnership). 

4. To claim one’s own theological voice in articulating a theology of the congregation (practice of 
pastoral concern). 

5. To reflect on leading the church in a paradigm shift toward baptismal ecclesiology (practice of 
collegiality). 

PROCEDURE: The course will meet once per week. Teaching and learning methods will include 
lectures with interactive discussion, group discussion, and student presentations.   
EVALUATION: Evaluation is based on: 1) Demonstrated preparation in class participation based on 
readings (20%); 2) Writing and sharing an evangelizing testimony (20%); 3) Group presentation of a 
study guide for an assigned text (20%), and 4) Summative assignment (40%). 
BIBLIOGRAPHY:  
Required Reading: 
Martin Luther, “The Blessed Sacrament of the Holy and True Body of Christ…” (1519), in LW 35:49-67. 
Dwight L. DuBois, The Scattering: Imagining a Church that Connects Faith and Life. 
Norma Cook Everist and Craig L. Nessan, Transforming Leadership: New Vision for the Church. (chaps) 
Douglas John Hall, The End of Christendom and the Future of Christianity. 
Craig L. Nessan, Beyond Maintenance to Mission: A Theology of the Congregation. 2nd Edition. 
Hanna Reichel. For Such a Time as This: An Emergency Devotional. 
ELCA Constitution (ELCA webpage). 
ELCA full communion agreements with ecumenical partners (ELCA webpage). 
“A Declaration of Our Inter-Religious Commitment: A Policy Statement of the ELCA” (ELCA webpage) 
Hanover Report, The Diaconate as Ecumenical Opportunity (available online). 
Select One for Group Presentation 
Matt Bloom, Flourishing in Ministry: How to Cultivate Clergy Wellbeing. 
Mariann Edgar Budde, How We Learn to Be Brave: Decisive Moments in Life and Faith. 
William E. Diehl, Ministry in Daily Life: A Practical Guide for Congregations. 
Hans Gustafson, Everyday Encounters: Humanizing Dialogue in Theory and Practice. 
Loren B. Mead, The Once and Future Church: Reinventing Congregations for a New Mission Frontier. 
Allen T. Stanton, The Gift of Being Small: Embracing Your Church’s Vocation. 
Recommended Reading: 
Craig L. Nessan, Shalom Church: The Body of Christ as Ministering Community. 
E.K. Strawser, Centering Discipleship: A Pathway for Multiplying Spectators into Mature Disciples. 


