For September 3, 2026, Presentation on Changes to the Prior
J-Term Requirement, the Cross-Cultural Requirement,
and 2027 Opportunities

(with Sept. 4 revisions added following the presentation)

PART A — CHANGES TO THE “J-TERM” REQUIREMENT

For Students Who Started Their Degree in Fall Semester 2025 and Earlier:

For MDiv and MADM Students:

Your Cross-Cultural Requirement Still Remains, if not already completed. You still need
to complete this requirement for 3 credits based on directions in Part B below.

For the rest of your J-Term requirement, for the one (MADM) or two (MDiv) J-Term
courses beyond the cross-cultural requirement, which totals a minimum of 2 (MADM) or
4 (MDiv) credits, any uncompleted J-Terms not already finished can now be filled by
additional elective credits in any academic term. These credits are added on top of the
elective credits otherwise defined for your catalog definition of the MADM or MDiv
degree that you started under. You do not need to complete these credits in January as
such.

For MA Students — If you have not already completed your one required J-Term requirement,

that requirement is now replaced with needing instead to complete 2 elective credits in a

course(s) of your choosing to replace that prior requirement. These 2 elective credits are

in addition to the elective credits defined for the MA degree program and can be taken in
any academic term.

For Students Who Started Their Degree in Spring Semester 2026, Fall Semester 2026, or

after:

For MDiv and MADM Students — You do not have a “January” or “J-Term” requirement as

such, but you do still have a Cross-Cultural requirement. You need to complete a 3-
credit experience that is designated by the seminary as eligible to fulfill your Cross-
Cultural Requirement. Currently, the majority of the identified cross-cultural courses will
likely still be taught during the January Interim, although our intention is also to offer at
times courses taught either as a Late Summer (late-July and August) or as an Early
Summer (late-May and June) experience.

For MA Students — You do not have a “January” or “J-Term” requirement with your degree

program. Nor do you have a Cross-Cultural requirement. You are welcome to utilize one
of the January offerings or a cross-cultural experience to replacement your degree’s
elective credits, although you should note that you are not eligible for a cross-cultural
travel subsidy.

(next page)
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PART B — CROSS-CULTURAL REQUIREMENT

The Cross-Cultural “January” Requirement: For students in the Master of Divinity (MDiv)
and Master of Arts in Diaconal Ministry (MADM) degree programs, you must complete one (1)
course to fulfill your Cross-Cultural requirement. This course must be completed using a
designated course that is designed as a group-based course that involves immersion activities
(and often travel of some form). Going forward, these designated Cross-Cultural courses will all
be offered as 3 credit courses. For the moment, the majority of these eligible cross-cultural
courses are likely to be taught as January courses, although our intention is to occasionally offer
courses in the Early Summer (late May and early June). Independent studies are normally not
allowed for fulfilling your cross-cultural requirement.

Courses for the Cross-Cultural requirement are normally graded Credit/No-Credit grading only.
Tuition for the Cross-Cultural requirement will be billed on the same per-credit basis as other
courses, although you may have additional travel-related expenses.

Financial Aid for the Cross-Cultural Requirement: In addition to whatever financial aid you
have received that may cover a January, Early Summer, or Late Summer course, there is a
“travel subsidy” available to MDIV and MADM degree students completing a Cross-Cultural-
eligible course that meets their required cross-cultural requirement for their program. (Sorry, the
travel subsidy is NOT available for MA or Discovery non-degree students, as you do not have a
cross-cultural requirement.) You must be a full-time student and in good academic standing to
qualify. You can only receive ONE travel subsidy during your degree program, regardless of the
amount awarded. Subsidy amounts vary by cross-cultural course, as it is adjusted to cover
approximately half of the major travel cost. Contact Caren Sellers (Financial Aid) for details.

PART C — KNOWN COURSE OFFERINGS FOR 2027
(As Of 3 September 2026)

THE FOLLOWING JANUARY OPTIONS ARE EXPECTED TO BE HAPPENING (with more
to be added during the fall semester, including possibly more WTS courses and expectantly J-
Term options from the other ELCA seminaries for cross-registration possibilities):

Course Mode Cl(l:ll:l)lsrsi;l? Dates (if known)
YES; limited to
Pine Ridge (South 12 students; cost Jan. 11-21:
Dakota) Indian In-Person, TRAVEL | is $850 for on- S
. . Contact Craig Nessan
Reservation site program
fees
YES; cost TBD,
but Jan. 9-19;
Milwaukee Immersion In-Person, TRAVEL | approximately Contact Cheryl
$400-500 per Peterson
person for on-
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site program

fees

Amegcan Civil Rights In-Person, TRAVEL YES Jan. 1'2-. 19; Contact
Pilgrimage Kristin Largen
Hungary Immersion May 17-31; Contact
(END OF MAY) In-Person, TRAVEL YES Mark Yackel-Juleen

ggflrlg;augggsibl Tentatively Jan. 11-28;
Technology in Worship uding b Y NO, Elective Contact Clayton

asynch if enough

Faulkner
students)

Practicum: Leadership &

In Person at

NO, Elective (2

In January 2027, but
individual dates vary;
See Kris Stache about

Dakota Synod)

concentration, or
as Elective

Larger Church Contexts churches available credits) : !
arranging for this
practicum.
In-Person. Travel NO, but can Takes place in January
starting in’ Minne;o ta fulfill MDIV 1'f enough studen‘Fs are
(one week) then to Rural Ministry | interested, tentatively
January Rural Immersion the Upper Peninsula requirement; starting Jan 4 for two
of Michigan (Great rural. weeks; contact Mark
Lakes Synod, ELCA COl’lCCl’ltI'a.’[IOI’l, or Yackel—Juleqn for
’ Elective latest details.
NO, but can Takes place in
fulfill MDiv January; contact Mark
ggﬁiﬁ%ﬁ [l::iﬁ);fs}hip In—Person; at an Rural.Ministry Ya(?kel—Juleen with
with ELCA’s South assigned South requirement, questions, but arranged
Dakota parish rural directly, but otherwise

arranged directly with
the SD Synod.

Theology, Race, and
Capitalism

Online course
through the Hispanic
Scholars Program
(HSP)

No; Requires
separate
application due
Oct. 1

Jan. 4-15; highly
competitive
application process;
contact Registrar for
weblink to learn more
and apply

Information about courses offered by other ELCA seminaries in the J-Term that are open to
cross-registration will be shared as we receive it.

(next page)

J-Term/Cross-Cultural Presentation during Fall Prolog Week, September 3, 2026

With September 4 revisions added.

Page 3 of 4




PART D: How to Register/Sign-Up for a January Course?

(Process information known as of September 3)
NOTE: The former J-Term Preference on MyWTS is NOT being used this year.

STEP 1A — FOR THE CROSS-CULTURAL COURSE ONLY UNTIL SEPTEMBER 30 —

For the Milwaukee, Pine Ridge, and the Civil Rights Pilgrimage cross-cultural courses, contact
directly the instructor/contact person to express your interest and to get on the list. Getting on
the instructors list, and making a commitment to go on your selected trip, gets you pre-registered
before general registration opens up. Priority goes to final-year students who must complete their
cross-cultural requirement in order to graduate, with others until spaces are all committed.

STEP 1B — FOR THE HISPANIC SCHOLARS PROGRAM ONLINE COURSE ONLY —
Contact the Registrar (Kevin Anderson) to get the weblink needed to apply online for the course.
The Hispanic Scholars Program is a national program involving multiple seminaries, and you
apply directly to them and hope that you will be selected in what is a competitive program.
Deadline for early consideration is submitting your online application before October 1.

STEP 1C — FOR THE JANUARY RURAL IMMERSION OR LARGE-PRACTICUM ONLY —
Contact Mark Yackel-Juleen (Rural Ministry) or Kris Stache (Large Church Practicum)
respectively to begin the conversation about being part of these experiences.

STEP 2 - FOR:ALL COURSES JANUARY AFTER SEPTEMBER 30 —

Unlike in past years (that included a preference form submission first, which the Registrar then
sorted out for priority registration), we would like to try this year having students directly
register for their January course (if one is being chosen) in the same manner as you otherwise
have registered for fall and spring semester courses.

It is anticipated that general January course registration will open on or after October 1. Watch
for further instructions to come from the Registrar at the end of September.

STEP 3 — (Still to be determined) FOLLOW-UP BY REGISTRAR (and/or Financial Aid Office)
FOR STUDENTS REGISTERING FOR CROSS-CULTURAL- DESIGNATED COURSES —
Parallel to the above registration in Step 2, we will need to clarify with students registering for a
cross-cultural as to whether they are also requesting the Cross-Cultural Travel Subsidy. We still
need to work out this part of the process and it might instead involve your being contacted by or
submitting a form directly to the Financial Aid office instead of by the Registrar. More details to
be announced later.
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