
 
CIVIL RIGHTS PILGRIMAGE 
Instructors: Lamont Wells and Kristin Johnston Largen 
Cross Cultural (Wartburg) or Elective. 
Open to all. 
3 Credits 
 
 
Dates: January 12-19, 2026.  
Arrive in Atlanta by own transportation on Tuesday, January 12 (by late afternoon) and 
depart on Tuesday, January 19th (at any time) from Atlanta. Ground transportation will 
be by vans.   
 
 
This immersion course travels to Tuskegee, Selma, Montgomery, Birmingham, and 
Atlanta to experience the geography of repression and resistance that encompasses the 
rich and living history of the Civil Rights Movement. Students will visit sites of memory 
that recall the agency of those who have endured disparagement and dismissal in their 
struggle for civil and human rights. The Equal Justice Initiative and other Civil Rights 
sites of conscience and memory in Montgomery provide a focal point for this immersion 
course that both lays bare the ongoing racism in the system of incarceration and that 
issues a call to an ongoing ministry of reconciliation and repair in our own places and 
lives.  
OBJECTIVES: 
1.  To explore the Civil Rights Movement through readings, films, and immersion 
experiences. 
2.  To instill commitment to anti-racism as a spiritual practice, both personal and 
communal. 
3.  To foster leadership practices that empower communities to see and act differently.   
4.  To participate together as Beloved Community in the activities of the course. 
 
PROCEDURE:  The course centers on an immersion at Civil Rights sites in Georgia 
and Alabama. Thus, the participants will travel to Atlanta, GA, Tuskegee, Selma, 
Montgomery, AL, and other sites to encounter and reflect upon Civil Rights history and 
its ongoing significance for understanding systemic racism and advocating for civil 
rights today. The course will include pre- and post-sessions on Zoom to prepare and 
process the immersion. 
 
EVALUATION: 1) Completion of assigned readings. 2) Active engagement in 
discussion at pre- and post-sessions. 3) Collegial and respectful involvement in 
immersion activities on site. 4) Completion and presentation of a summative 
project/paper based on the immersion course materials. 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Required Readings: 
A DIFFERENT BOOK HERE? 
 
Bryan Stevenson (2015). Just Mercy: A Story of Justice and Redemption. 
 
King, M. L., Jr. (2000). Why we can't wait. Signet Classic. (Original work published 
1964) 
 
Holt, Thomas (2023). The Civil Rights Movement: A Very Short Introduction.  
 
Recommended:  
Generals, D., Jr. (2013). Booker T. Washington, the architect of progressive education.  
 
 
 
 
PRE IMMERSION MEETING SCHEDULE (90 minutes each)  
 
Tuesday, December 4 or 7: 5 pm Central/6 pm Eastern (Zoom) 

Focus on logistics, introductions & expectation. 
 
Tuesday, January 5: 5 pm Central/6 pm Eastern (Zoom) 

Complete reading of the Holt text by this meeting. 
 
Complete reading of Stevenson by Monday, January 11th 
 
Complete reading of King during the Pilgrimage 
 
 
POST IMMERSION MEETING 
 
Thursday, February 11: 5 pm Central/6 pm Eastern (Zoom) 
Students share Summative Projects/Papers. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



CIVIL RIGHTS PILGRIMAGE SCHEDULE 
 
Day 1: Tuesday 1/12 Arrival 

Arrival at Atlanta by late afternoon  
(participants make their own travel arrangements to Atlanta) 
Group travel from Atlanta will be by vans. 
Dinner together in Atlanta 
Overnight in Atlanta 

 
Day 2 Wednesday 1/13 

Atlanta 
National Center for Civil & Human Rights 
Atlanta University Center (riding tour) 

Overnight in/near Tuskegee 
 
 
Day 3 Thursday 1/14 

Tuskegee, Alabama 
Tuskegee Airmen National Historic Site 
Tuskegee Institute National Historic Site: 

Booker T. Washington and George Washington Carver 
Selma, Alabama 

Lowndes Interpretive Center 
Edmund Pettus Bridge 
First Baptist Church 
Selma Interpretive Center 
Dinner in Selma 
Overnight in Montgomery 

 
Day 4 Friday 1/15 

Montgomery, Alabama 
Dexter Avenue Baptist Church 
Rosa Parks Museum 
F. Scott Fitzgerald Home 

Southern Poverty Law Center 
Other sites 
Overnight in Montgomery  

 
 
Day 5 Saturday 1/16 

Montgomery, Alabama 
Equal Justice Museum 
National Memorial for Peace and Justice (National Lynching Memorial) 

Overnight in Montgomery 
 
 
 



Day 6 Sunday 1/17  
Birmingham 

Church and Civil Rights Museum 
Drive to Atlanta for “Steeping Afternoon” 
Dinner on your own 
Overnight in Atlanta 

 
Day 7  Monday 1/18 

Ebenezer Baptist Church- Atlanta 
Carter Center 
Martin Luther King, Jr. National Historical Park (King Home Tour)  
Reflections & Concluding Ritual 
 
 

Day 8 Tuesday 1/19 
Depart Atlanta (at any time) 

 


