
Milwaukee Urban Immersion – January 9-19, 2027  
(including travel days)  
3 credits; credit/no credit only; meets cross-cultural requirement 
Instructor: Cheryl Peterson 
 
COURSE DESCRIPTION 
This cross-cultural immersion in Milwaukee provides students with experience of and 
reflection upon the challenges and joys of ministry in urban settings. Learning will happen 
through conversation, service, worship, fellowship and readings. In addition to engaging 
concepts and practices for effective urban ministry, the immersion will also examine 
issues of race, culture, social systems, and community organizing from the perspective of 
Christian faith. 
 
OBJECTIVES 

1. To explain theories and practices for urban ministry and apply these skills to other 
ministry settlings. 

2. To practice listening to the views of others, especially to the witness of those whose 
voices are not often heard by dominant cultures in church and society, to contrast 
these with one’s own perspectives, and to critically reflect on the differences. 

3. To articulate an awareness of institutional racism and to explore and reflect on 
antiracism strategies for use in congregations and local communities. 

 
PROCEDURES & REQUIREMENTS 
Attendance & Participation: The group will spend nine days in Milwaukee (January 10-18), 
including two Sundays. Travel days are January 9 and 19. Full attendance—including active 
participation—is expected. Any absences put successful completion of the course at risk. 
Responsible, respectful, Golden-Rule-style behavior is expected and will be a factor in 
successfully completing the course.  
Reading & Writing: Readings should be completed by the end of the immersion. Students 
will keep a journal in which they record daily reflections on experiences and readings; this 
journal must be turned in on or before January 31 as the primary form of written 
assessment.  
Group Expenses: Participants should keep records of expenses on behalf of the group. 
Individual food or transportation costs are the students’ responsibilities. Submit relevant 
expenses to Dr. Peterson on or before January 31. Group expenses will be tabulated and a 
balance due for this immersion will appear in a future student account statement from 
Wartburg’s business office.  
 
REQUIRED TEXTS 
 
Vine Deloria, Jr., Custer Died for Your Sins: An Indian Manifesto. (University of Oklahoma, 
1988) 
Matthew Desmond, Evicted: Poverty and Profit in the American City (Crown, 2016) 
Ibram X. Kendi, How to be an Anti-Racist. (One World, 2023). 
Joseph Ellwanger, Strength for the Struggle: Insights from the Civil Rights Movement and 
Urban Ministry (HenschelHAUS, 2014) 
 


