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SPIRITUAL IMPACT OF CHILD ABUSE 
Wartburg Theological Seminary (Dubuque, Iowa) – ELCA Seminary Shared January Course 

 

Instructor(s): Victor I. Vieth & Craig L. Nessan  

Class Meets January 13-17, 2025, with pre- and post-work 

Residential or Synchronous Zoom only 

2 Semester Hours; letter grade or credit/no credit (pass/fail) 

 

This course assists current and future faith leaders in developing the skills to recognize and 

respond with excellence to cases of child sexual abuse, physical abuse, and neglect. Special 

emphasis is placed on the spiritual impact of child abuse and the importance of coordinating 

pastoral care with medical and mental health care. Students will also learn best practices for 

church child protection policies, including policies for managing a sex offender within the 

congregation.  

 

OBJECTIVES 

1. To draw on biblical and Lutheran confessional resources to articulate a Christian and 

Lutheran theological basis for prioritizing the needs of maltreated children within the 

church and community.  

2. To better understand Martin Luther’s experience of physical abuse and how this 

experience influenced his theology.  

3. To better understand the significance of Wilhelm Loehe’s legacy in meeting the Christian 

obligation to protect children from abuse and to help them flourish.  

4. Develop culturally sensitive skills in responding to troubling texts often used to justify 

hitting a child as a means of discipline, to withhold medical or mental health care, to 

avoid reporting a case of child abuse, or to keep the confidence of a sex offender or other 

perpetrator.  

5. To assist students in recognizing signs of physical abuse, sexual abuse, and neglect, 

including an overview of normal and concerning sexual behaviors of pre and post 

adolescent children.  

6. To understand the physical, emotional and spiritual impact of child abuse and to have a 

working knowledge of adverse childhood experience and poly-victimization research.   

7. To become familiar with the SAMSHA standards for trauma-informed care and to be 

able to apply these standards when reading and teaching accounts of trauma in the sacred 

texts.  

8. To become conversant in best practices for child protection policies and the coordination 

of pastoral care with medical and mental health care in cases of child abuse. 

9. To better understand how to apply the Lutheran concept of clergy-penitent privilege 

when working with survivors and offenders.  

10. To better understand the mindset of sex offenders and to coordinate pastoral care with sex 

offender treatment.  

11. To better understand the potential role of a chaplain in a Children’s Advocacy Center  

EVALUATION 

1. Class preparation and participation in group exercises   

2. Students must review and critique a sample church child protection policy.  



3. Written 6 page paper at end of course.  
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